those who par-
ticipated in Na-
tional Night Out
events all over the Fox
Cities, for their com-
mitment to their com-

munity.

The idea is to get neighbor-
hoods together to form watch
groups, talk about other crime-re-
lated concerns, build relat10nsh1ps
with police departments and just
get to know each other.

Local police frequently cite
community involvement as a key
reason this is a low-crime area.
The National Night Out events
help foster residents’ involvement.

a group of for-
mer Center Val-
ley Grade

School students, for
being-true to their

. school. In a project. -
that took shape nine years ago,
the former students and a group
of other volunteers have restored
the old one-room schoolhouse,
which was built in 1887 and
closed in 1958.

They bought and then trans-
formed the school into what it
looked like when they attended.
Now, it’s open to the public and
will be used as a site for school

field trips, to show kids how
schools used to look. The folks
who worked on this project de-
serve credit for their dedication.

the Cedarburg
School Board
and the Cedar-
burg Education Asso-
ciation, for open-door
negotiations.

The district and the teachers
union are negotiating a new con-
tract, an often-contentious process
that almost always takes place in
closed meetings.

While this is perfectly legal,
there’s no law requiring they be
done without public observation.
However, both sides agreed to
shed some light to better educate
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Video: A look at a
National Night Out event
in Appleton.

the public about the process, a
noble goal.

Their first public meeting was
Monday, and according to a Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel report,
went well. Here’s to more success-
ful meetings in Cedarburg, and

the hope that other school boards
and unions are inspired to do the
same.

the University
of Wisconsin
System’s Board
of Regents, for recog-
nizing part of the mis-
sion of the system’s
two-year colleges.

While the regents on Tuesday
voted to increase tuition at UW’s
fouryear colleges by 5.5 percent
this year, they wisely chose not to
raise tuition at the 13 two-year

campuses, including UW-Fox Val-
ley in Menasha. It'll remain at
$4,268.

The idea, UW officials said, is
to make sure the two-year schools
remain as more affordable alterna-
tives, especially for nontraditional
students. It makes good sense.

the state of In-
diana and
the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency,
for approving a large
increase in the pollu-
tion of Lake Michigan.

Indiana and the EPA are allow-
ing oil company BP America to
dump 54 percent more ammonia
and 35 percent more suspended

- solids into the lake from its refin-
ery in northwest Indiana. The pol-

lution also includes significant
mercury discharges into the lake.
The decision has drawn

' protests from neighboring states

and the mayors of several lake-

front cities, including Chicago,

Milwaukee and Green Bay.
While the expansion of the re-

finery meets a need, it can’t

threaten an already endangered

Jake — and one of the state’s

most valuable natural resources.

the state of
Wisconsin and
the state Legisla-
ture, for making
- some low-income col-
lege students scramble
to find money to go to school.

The state decided in late June,
according to the Oshkosh North-
western, not to dispense need-
based financial aid for the upcom-
ing school year to students be-
cause the state budget, which was
supposed to take effect July 1, has-
n’t been passed.

That’s an unfortunate decision,
which leaves those students in a
bind not long before the new
school year is starting. The Legis-
lature, of course, shares the blame
for creating this situation by not
getting a budget passed in time. -




